DRIFFIELD & DISTRICT LAWN TENNIS LEAGUE

RULES &

Name .‘
The League shall be called “The Driffield & District Lawn Tennis League™.

Object

The objects of the League are for the promotion of inter-club and other tennis
competitions and the advancement of the game locally for the benefit of
Members.

Constitution
The League shall consist of Tennis Clubs in Driffield and District who are willing
to abide by these Rules

Officers

The Officers of the League shall be the President, Vice-Presidents, Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, Hon Secretary, Secretaries and Treasurer. All Officers shall be
elected at the Annual General Meeting and shall be ex-officio members of all
committees. Retiring officers shall continue to act until the close of the meeting
at which their successors are appointed. The Committee shall have the power to
delegate all or any of its powers in such a manner as it shall deem expedient.

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting shall be held prior to the commencement of the
season. Two representatives from each club are eligible to vote.

. Application and Membership

Application for membership shall be made in writing to the Secretary and signed
by the secretary of the applicant club before 15" February in each year. The
acceptance or rejection of all entries without giving any reason shall rest entirely
with the Committee.

. Subscription

An annual subscription of an amount fixed by the Committee shall be paid by
each member Club. Subscriptions are due on acceptance of entry and shall be
paid to the Secretary or Treasurer whose written receipt will suffice.
Subscriptions shall be paid by 31* May and a defaulting Club shall, if the
Committee shall so decide, thereupon cease to be a member of the League for all

purposes.

. Accounts
The Financial Year of the League shall end on 15" February in each year and the
Treasurer’s Accounts shall be audited.

Handbook “%

A Handbook may be published each year containing particulars of the Committee
and members of the League; the fixture lists for the year of publication, rules and
other relevant information that the Committee may deem necessary and desirable.
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Competitions, Groups and Divisions.

All League competitions shall be open to all Members of the League and shall be
divided into Divisions and Sections as the Annual General Meeting may decide.
Where reasonably practicable two teams will be promoted and two teams
relegated from each division. The assignment of teams to Divisions shall be
recommended by the Committee for approval at the AGM.

Matches

Each team shall play one home and one away match against every other team in
its division, unless otherwise arranged, on the days and at the place appointed by
the Committee between and including the first week in May and the end of July or
as soon thereafter as is practicable.

If any player or players are not ready to start within a quarter of an hour of the
appointed time, the opponents of that pair in the first round shall be entitled to a
walk-over. If a Club withdraws before completing its engagements, all records of
matches played by and against that Club shall be deleted.

A match to be completed when one team completes eight games, the maximum
number of games to be fifteen.

Postponements

No club shall postpone a match for any reason other than the state of the courts
due to the weather. If postponed under these circumstances the match shall be
re-arranged by the Clubs as soon as possible.

Players

Any Club may enter or have more than one team in any Section provided that a
player who has played in a team in any Section shall not, in the same season, play
for any other club in the same Section without permission of the Committee.
Where a Club has more than one team in a Section, persons who have played three
or more times for the first team in that Section shall be deemed to be a recognised
member of that team and shall not play for a second or lower team without being
reinstated by the Committee.

Evening matches shall start no later than 6.30pm.
Winning team to score two points and the losing team none.

All matches shall count whether finished or not, provided that one team has won
at least five rubbers out of the nine.

No score shall be accepted for matches not played by the end of August, unless
played subsequently by agreement and with the permission of the Match

Secretary.

Results
The results of every match must be entered on the official score card.
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Conceding

Teams conceding matches will have two points deducted from their total for each
match conceded. The opposition will be awarded two points together with nine
sets.

Balls
For every match the home Club shall provide not less than four good balls for
each court. The visiting Captain to decide on the condition of these.

Disputes

All differences and disputes arising out of or connected with League matches
shall be settled by the Committee, unless otherwise provided in these Rules, and
their decision shall be binding.

Penalties

For breach of these Rules and for any act, omission or practice, which in the
opinion of the Committee is detrimental to the game or the best interest of the
League, and for any other irregularity, the Committee may impose such penalties
either by way of suspension, expulsion or deduction of points, or otherwise as it
may think fit.

Courts

No new club shall be eligible for membership who has not three courts within
reasonable distance of each other available for play. Fitness of the courts shall be
decided by the Home Club and all questions of ceasing play on account of bad
light or weather shall be decided by the visiting team.

Clubs having hard courts as well as grass courts must ask the visiting team if the
grass courts are unfit for play due to wet weather, whether the visiting team
wishes to play on hard courts or not.

Knock-out Competition.

Each year knock-out competitions may be held as decided at the Annual General
Meeting. Members of the League may enter any number of teams but no players
shall play for more than one team or one Club in such competition and must have
played in the League twice that season. The Committee shall organise the
competition and fix the dates when each round shall be completed. Teams may
enter the knock-out competition who are not playing in the League, but players
must be members of the League.

Interpretation
Throughout these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, the masculine
includes the feminine, the singular includes the plural and vice-versa.

Tennis Shoes

Tennis shoes to be worn at all times. No “trainer” type shoes with hard soles to be
worn, even on hard courts.
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